
 

Somerset West Church of Christ 
PO BOX 965 

Somerset West, South Africa 7130 
Phone: +27 21 851 2990 

E-Mail: churchofchristsw@telkomsa.net  
 Web: www.swchurchofchrist.co.za 

 

 
Elders  Evangelist  
    
Jankel Friedman jankelf@hotmail.com Paul Gerber pg13@mweb.co.za 
Ashley Paulse pashley@telkomsa.net Ben Little  benmel@mweb.co.za 

 

 
10 April 2020 
 
Dear Loved Ones,  
 
This is the third lockdown report from our home to yours.  The government has extended our 
lockdown for two more weeks to the end of April.  This will impact the economy of our country 
in a major way, but we understand the necessity of this action, and whole heartedly submit and 
adhere to the rules. 
 
This week’s report: 
 
Physical: Hettie and I are healthy.  No one in the church has been affected with the virus.  Thus 
far around 20 people have died in our country, as a direct result of the virus.  Debbie is doing 
slightly better as medication kicked in for her back. 
 
Emotional:  My emotions are very tied up in my relationship with the Lord and the work I do.  
The past week has been one where I learned how to use Zoom.  This has opened many doors for 
teaching the Gospel.  I have attended to some matters that were pending – so I feel good!  
Hettie and I do many things together – like devotionals and planning for the church and things 
around the house.  The rest of the family is doing the best they can during this interruption of 
“normal.” 
 
Financially:  We are doing well, have enough food, and have all the basic needs of life.  We are 
thankful.  The exchange rate for March was R15.18/$1.  We were able to transfer some money 
to help the church to buy needed items for the needy.  In our congregation we have many day 
labourers, and with no income, we help where we can.  The deacons received special 
permission to drop food at the front gates of the needy, all the while protecting themselves 
with masks and disinfectant spray on their hands.  Unfortunately, we cannot give you the giving 
report as the church office is closed. 
 
Social: We are not allowed to mix with others and are only allowed to go to shops and do 
essential tasks.  I only left the yard once the last week while Hettie’s work schedule changed to 
going into work every second day for 4-5 hours.  We spend a lot of time on the phone to 
encourage members and on Skype and Zoom to fellowship or teach.  These tools have made the 
world a small place! 
 
Spiritually:  This is the time to trust God!  This is the time to be thankful for what we have.  
This is the time to intercede for others, especially the elders of the church and our government.  
This lockdown came at an inconvenient time, as we waited for the completion of the fibre 
network to start daily devotionals and do study and sermon recordings.  Hopefully in the new 
“normal” we will get to these things.  Last Sunday was truly the “Lord’s Day” for Hettie and I as 
we were worshipping on Zoom and Skype most of the day.  We tuned on a local program in the 
morning, Crieve Hall in the afternoon and Ireland Sunday evening.  The Lord is good!  
Unfortunately, we cannot give you details of the March attendance figures, but we had one 
baptism and six people requested public prayer. 
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School:  This is exciting news!  I learned how to use Zoom and finished teaching my class in 
“Hermeneutics”.  I taught Monday for 3 hours, Wednesday 2 and Friday 3 hours.  The students 
must turn their assignments in today and I will grade and copy their material for government 
affirmation of the completion of the course.  The students will complete the second project 
“Church Growth: Nehemiah” next week.  I bought the students each about $6.00 of data for the 
week.  They also have more homework to read the book “Hermeneutics” by DR Dungan. 
 
Graduates:  We receive good news from the graduates as they find ways to keep on teaching 
God’s word during trying times.  The ones in Malawi are not in lockdown yet and continue to 
meet as normal.  The ones in Zimbabwe, DRC and Nigeria face the same obstacles as we have.  
Please pray for the workers in Zimbabwe as food is scarce, and the quantity of life has 
decreased dramatically.  I am afraid for a total economic collapse. 
 
In closing:  When we study Acts 4, we see the church in Jerusalem not praying, “please God, 
remove the threats” but, “please God help us to be faithful!”  Amen?  God is in control.  He 
loves us.  He will provide.  Trust Him. 
 
Because of a Cross 
Paul 
 
Hettie’s Lockdown News: 
 
Well I cannot report too much on our grandchildren as we have not seen the ones from Hermanus 
for two weeks, and of course the ones in Ireland since last August.  I have however started a 
family group on WhatsApp to touch base with them all each day.  I requested a message, even if it 
is just a “heart” emoji or one or two words, just so we all know that all is ok in their home.  I have 
requested the same from my brother who lives up above Johannesburg area and from his family 
that live here close by.  It is amazing to me how something like this lockdown has caused families 
to reach out to each other much more than in “normal” times.  My brother was so much like our 
mother in that he was uncomfortable if I told him I love him, now he sends me “I love you” 
messages every day, in fact even before the lockdown happened.  I know that many cannot 
understand this, but he has a very reserved personality, and this is so far out of his comfort zone, 
but I think it is getting easier every day.   
 
As with so many in the world, our family are also doing work and school electronically.  Michaela 
and Paul are almost finished their school year and I think they both have done well so far.  Jaden 
and Zara are one third through their year and even though they are not at school, Jaden still works 
so hard and puts herself under so much pressure.  Zara is the one who just skips along and is 
happy to just get by.  😉.  Those of you who have met her, will know what I mean. 
 
As Paul said earlier, we are keeping busy around the house and only go out if, and when we need 
something..  I work for doctors, so my work is considered “essential”.  The doctors have asked the 
booked patients to reschedule any appointments that are routine for a later date and we only see 
those who need the doctor for immediate problems.  However, they do not see patients with any 
flu like symptoms or who have been travelling recently,  these they will do a telephonic 
consultation with and then make the decision if they need to come in or go to the department 
dealing with the virus. 
So, for this reason my colleague and I only work every 2nd day and for the 4 hours in the morning. 
 
Stay safe all our dear friends.  We love you and appreciate all you do for us as a family. 
Hettie 


