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3 March 2020 
 
Dear Loved Ones,  
 
Paul and Hettie Gerber greet you fondly from a very hot Somerset West, in South Africa.  This 
writing is our monthly report of our family, church and school in our area of our Father’s kingdom. 
 
Family: Good news all around:  We are thankful for the Lord’s richest blessing and care.  The 
grandchildren are involved with school, sport and additional projects.  Jaden has started an 
experiment to see how grey water affects vegetables – especially tomatoes and broad beans.  
This is a class project.  Zara’s interest was sparked in making cucumber pickles.  Michaela and 
Paul are committed to their tasks and are experiencing cold weather in Ireland.  We miss our Irish 
children! 
 
Church:  We are happy to report further growth in Somerset West.  We did not have any baptisms, 
but had numerous public responses for prayer.  Various activities are in progress and we are 
happy to report that our “Heroes of Faith” day was a huge success.  We invited brothers who have 
been in the church for 50 years or longer to fellowship with us.  The deacons excelled in the 
organization and food department, while the mature grey-haired men preached, taught, and led 
the public assembly on the 16th February.  The purpose was to teach younger Christians that one 
can be faithful in trying circumstances. 
 
The attendance figures for Somerset West are as follows: 
 
Date              2         9  16            23     
Sunday Study           88          127          120                124                         
Assembly AM          164           139          220           174 
Assembly PM           35         30  30  32    
Giving            R9216.00     R4956.00       R17825.00     R6972.00            
Midweek                      70            75  65  200    
               
The exchange rate in February was R14.6188/ $1  
 
You will notice high attendance figures for AM on the 16th (Heroes of Faith outreach) and PM on 
the 4th midweek study.  One of our mature sisters (Elizabeth Bell) passed away and we had a 
combined memorial Gospel service.  She was buried on the 29th and the auditorium was so full we 
had to bring in additional chairs.  We had an attendance of well over 300 – the majority non-
members and a wonderful opportunity to talk about our Lord’s church. 
 
The Lord works in strange ways:  20 years ago, we baptized Elizabeth as a result of a security 
guard at the gate to a farm who obeyed the Gospel.  A number of people on that farm obeyed the 
Gospel.  On another farm a security guard was converted.  He went on to attend the School of 
Preaching and is now in DRC where 38 people obeyed the Gospel in 18 months. He was in South 
Africa to attend to his financials two weeks ago, and on his way to DRC was detained in 
Mozambique and while detained he baptized 3 souls and stayed an additional day to teach them 



 

 

to worship the correct way.  Object lesson: Do not limit God’s power through the Gospel.  The one 
you least expect to spread the Good News, can be the most effective? Amen! 
 
Our Bible project:  We are collecting good used Bibles and contributions of $0.96 per Bible.  These 
Bibles will be spread in South Africa, Namibia, Zambia, and Zimbabwe.  We plan to ship a 
container load to South Africa by the end of March.  If you can help in this project, please contact 
Diane Paul, secretary in charge, at Crieve Hall.  We have about 80% of the supply but need help 
with the other 20%. 
 
The School:  During the first term for 2020 we have 12 students enrolled and we teach “Church 
Growth: Nehemiah”, “Law and Covenant” and “Hermeneutics”.  One new student had to return to 
Malawi to attend to family business, but he should return in a months’ time.  All the teachers are 
South African – dedicated, faithful and mature men who love the Lord. 
 
We were blessed to have the Kastner family in our home.  The Kastners are USA citizens doing 
mission work in Malawi.  We had a lovely time hearing the Southern accent!  They brought us 
Chichewa Bibles to use in future outreaches in the Western Cape. 
 
Some of our older members are very frail.  Please pray for Niels and Shirley, Chris, Gwen, Clara, 
Arlene, Marlene and Joey.  Clara is in her early 90’s and buried her daughter Elizabeth last week.  
Her head is still excellent, but old age is creeping up.  Werner, motoneurons, and Helen also need 
prayers. 
 
We started a satellite school in Vredenburg and Malan, my brother and I, have been teaching up 
there every 2nd week for two days.  We conclude our studies this week on Ezekiel and Daniel and 
the Inter Testamental Period.  We added two more students to that school and there are 6 full time 
students involved. 
 
The mobile Bible School is in full swing and we teach twelve hours a month on two Sunday 
afternoons at two different locations.  Pray for this project. 
 
Thank you for letters, cards, emails and Skype calls.  Your encouragement and support is 
appreciated.  Please keep us in your prayers. 
 
Because of a cross 
Paul 
 
Hettie’s Little Corner 
 
Since this Nana does not have any little babies to hug and love, I have been looking into being a 
Kangaroo mom.  I have contacted a lady here in Somerset West who is registered to keep new-
born babies who are waiting for adoption.  Here in South Africa the mother who wants to give her 
baby up for adoption has a period of 60 days to decide if that is what she wants to do.  In that 
period the baby must be kept at a home.  Since I am still working, I will not be able to keep a baby 
yet, so I have volunteered to be a helper to go in at certain times to help with feeding, bathing and 
just holding and loving the little ones.  We also create a memory box for these babies to keep for 
one day when they want to know more about their childhood.  Many pictures will be taken, a 
blanket and a few other items will stay with them in this box.  I have been making some of these 
blankets and little hats. 
This lady will be talking to our ladies on our first ladies fellowship in a few weeks’ time. 
 
Our prayers go out to all those who have been hurt by the tornado in Nashville. 
We love you all and appreciate all you do for us.  Love Hettie 


