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January - February 2019 
 

Dear brethren, 

  I hope each of you have had a great start to the new year. For me, it is 

amazing how the time has flown, with it now being March! 

 

As the year began Trevor was still visiting with me, and we prepared for attending our 

annual church camp – Camp Warana. This year marked a change, in that the camp was now 

in a new location. Previously it had been at Myrtle Park, about 25 minutes east of 

Launceston (where I live). However, since the camp first started meeting there over forty 

years ago, it has become an increasingly popular and busy venue. For us, the 2018 camp 

was very crowded, because even though we had booked early, we were unable to reserve 

all the sites we wanted.  

 

Thankfully, some brethren were able to locate a new site owned by the Scouts, about two 

hours to the west of Launceston. This new site has much better kitchen, barbecue, and 

shower and toilet facilities. We were also able to book it exclusively for ourselves for the 

several days we were there. Leigh Stokes was the director this year and did a wonderful job 

in organising the camp in what was an unfamiliar setting. The theme of the camp was 

“Trailblazers for the Faith”, and Trevor taught one of the devotionals, and I preached one 

of the sermons. 
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Another significant change for the camp, was that the camp board approved for the camp 

to now become a work of the Mersey-Bluff church, and for it to come under the oversight 

of the elders there. I am very happy with this change, as the elders - Ian McPherson and 

Brett Rutherford - are good men who will ensure that the camp remains on a sound footing 

going forward. 

 

With the camp over for another year, it was time for Trevor to return to Perth, Western 

Australia. He is blessed in being a member of the Central North congregation there, and to 

be able to be one of the boarders who stay at sister Janet Lee’s house. Since he arrived 

back, he has been continuing his casual work with McDonalds, but also applying for many 

jobs in the business and finance areas. 

 

In early January, we submitted our planning application to the Northern Midlands Council 

to have the building we are purchasing, be rezoned for use as a church building. This was 

the condition that needed to be met before the contract could go through. After waiting for 

the appropriate public comment period, we were finally able to get our approval in mid-

February.  

 

We were hoping to move in about now, however we hit an unexpected snag: as the building 

is now classified as a church building/assembly place, this triggered the need for certain 

building upgrades to be done before we can use it. Although we had a building surveyor go 

through the building before we made an offer, and although the council was fully aware of 

the change of use proposal, at no stage until after the contract went unconditional, did 

anyone say that we would need to install a firewall along a boundary wall, or to widen all 

the internal doorways for disabled access, or to have the building energy rated (amongst 

sundry other requirements). All of these regulations seem to have come into effect since 

the church first occupied our previous building at Balfour Street. It is a timely reminder 

that all things are to be “Lord willing”.  

 

Camp Warana 2019 
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We have engaged the services of a designer and building surveying firm to aid us in getting 

done the needed renovations to meet regulations. We are hopeful that we will be able to 

make all the necessary changes and still have adequate funds left over from the sale of our 

previous building, for evangelism and general church use.  

 

At this stage we are continuing to meet in the War Memorial Hall, although because of 

prior bookings, we have had to move a few times to the local Town Hall.  

 

Whilst waiting for the planning approval to come through, I took a few days holiday in late 

January to do some much-needed repair work around home. Although it wasn’t a ‘relaxing’ 

time as such, it was very satisfying to fix and paint a back decking and patio area that had 

fallen into a state of disrepair. There is still a fair bit to do around the house, but unless it 

leaks or is about to fall apart, it will have to wait for the time being! ☺ 

 

Greg and I are continuing to follow-up on contacts that were made last year during the 

campaign. It remains a challenge to find people at home, but we our whittling down our list 

to those who are the most promising. We are very much look forward to finally being able 

to move into our own building and to really begin advertising on a larger scale throughout 

Longford and the surrounding towns. In the meantime, I have been redesigning some of 

our tracts (some which are courtesy of tftw.org), to make them more attractive and to have 

our current contact information. 

Over the past few months, we have had a number of visiting brethren from sister 

congregations here in Tasmania. We also had a husband and wife, who are members of the 

church in Canada, visit with us as they were touring the state. And we had a sister from one 

of the Sydney congregations also visit with us, as she too was travelling around. In addition, 

we have had a couple of non-Christian visitors to our services. Our website is proving to 

be a great asset in helping people know where we are. 

 

Some of the redesigned tracts 
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In late February, Greg and I travelled down to Hobart to support a Gospel meeting the 

Eastern Shore congregation were holding. Daniel Smith, from the Gipps Street church in 

Queensland, was preaching on the same theme he did for us twelve months ago – “Who is 

Jesus?” He has updated his lessons, and it was edifying to hear him again and to be able to 

spend time with the brethren there. 

 

February was also the month in which I started teaching again - via Skype - the second-

year students of the Four Seas Bible College in Singapore. I consider it a privilege to be 

invited by brother Peter Chin (the school’s director) to teach the Topical Bible Studies 

course each year. This year there are four students in the class, all from the Philippines. 

There are two men and two women who are all in their early to mid-twenties. The course 

will run from February to mid-April with two, three-hour, classes per week. We will be 

covering the Godhead, eschatology, as well as a variety of single topic classes, including 

humanism, abortion and euthanasia, marriage, divorce and remarriage, homosexuality, and 

social drinking. 

 

As I bring this report to a close, I would like to again thank each of you for your interest in 

the Lord’s work here. Your prayers, encouragement and support are invaluable. 

 

I look forward in my next report (Lord willing), to continue to update you on the work 

being done by the Northern Midlands church and of how the building work is progressing. 

 

May the Lord continue to watch over and bless you, as you serve Him in truth and love. 

 

brotherly 

              
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  
 

 

Southaven Church of Christ 

Glen Tattersall Mission Fund 

C\- Coleman Simpson 

PO Box 128 

Southaven, Mississippi, USA, 38671 

email: colemansimpson@bellsouth.net 

 


