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21 April 2021 
 
 
Dear Loved Ones,  
 
Paul and Hettie Gerber salute you from Somerset West, South Africa.  This writing is the report for 
March and we will give news of our family, church and preacher training school in our area. 
 
Family:  We have good news all around.  Everyone is blessed, thankful and occupied with the 
important things of this life.  Every Sunday at noon we connect on Skype with all our children, and we 
chat, normally for an hour and a half.  It is a joy to see the grandchildren contented and happy.  The 
Covid virus is not active in Tasmania where Ray, Debbie and the girls are.  In Ireland the schools 
have resumed normal classes. 
 
Church:  We are happy to report 8 baptisms in March.  The church building is now allowed to have 
100 attendees at a time.  We only gather at the building on Sunday mornings as the protocol to deep 
clean the building takes too much time.  On this basis the rest of the classes and Sunday PM 
assembly meet on Zoom.  We also Zoom the Sunday morning assembly and we normally have 
around 30 devices logged in, servicing four countries, as well as providing classes for local 
congregations.  Some are encouraged to assemble from home. 
 
The following is the attendance for March: 
 
Date:   7  14  21  28  
AM Study:         40(15)           40(20)         41(22)         60(20) 
AM:          50(32)             50(30)          53(27)           75(30) 
PM:           (25)                 (27)               (21)            (30) 
Giving:   R10710.00      R4730.00     R9510.00        R5590.00  
Midweek:           (20)                  (22)              (25)                (25)              (23) 
 
The exchange rate in March was R14.8618 / $1  
 
The numbers in brackets indicate Zoom connections at about three souls per device. 
 
Preacher Training School:  During March we concluded the study of “An Introduction to the Old 
Testament” taught by Brother Moyana.  He is a Gospel preacher from Zimbabwe, currently living in 
Hermanus – about an hour’s drive from Somerset West.  The next course was “Pastoral Counselling” 
taught by Theo Scullard – a preacher in the Cape Town area.  We started “Studies in Judges” by Ken 
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Forrest, taught via Zoom from Booneville, Mississippi.  We have a total of 20 students, but only 12 are 
actively involved at this time. 
 
Bible Tract Distribution:  We moved 50 boxes (around1500lb) of tracts to Johannesburg.  We do 
not have any Bibles to send right now, as we are still waiting on the government to allow the import!  
Very frustrating – everyone blames everything on Covid! 
 
April Outreach:  We tried to motivate all to sign into our Sunday PM service during April.  We bought 
an additional Zoom license and did what we could to motivate all to attend.  One last lesson is left 
when Bill Watkins is the speaker, this Sunday.  Please sign in @11:30 Central time. 
 
Connect Conference:  Please support this project spearheaded by Crieve Hall from 2 June – 5 June. 
Thirty-six speakers will talk about evangelism and related topics. 
 
Telescope View:  I hope that the lessons we learn for the April outreach via Zoom can be applied to 
have an International Lectureship later this year.  I was really encouraged by the South African 
response as well as the graduates of the school who went back to their native countries.  Next week 
we will have an overview.  One of the questions I have is why so few USA supporters signed in.  I 
would love to hear from you how we can change this program to teach a lectureship – truly 
international. 
 
Thank you:  Hettie and I appreciate your love and care displayed by emails, skype calls, and Zoom 
connections.  Please keep us in your prayers and so many who are still out of work and suffering as a 
result of Covid on the economy.  We love you and appreciate you dearly. 
 
Because of a cross 
Paul 
 
Hettie’s Little Corner: 
 
As Paul mentioned, we Skype with our children on Sundays at noon.  We are trying to stay connected 
with our grandchildren.  We found that Paul and Michaela were not too responsive during the first few 
minutes that we chat to them.  Paul and I would ask each one a question to encourage them to 
respond but found that Rudi would answer for them.  I sent Rudi a message explaining our reason for 
all the questions and he is now letting them answer for themselves.  It is going much better now.  
Jaden and Zara are still bubbling happy girls that do not need any help from us to talk.  
 
As many of our friends in Nashville have mentioned to us, it is so difficult to get members to return to 
the church building for Sunday assembly.  Our members are slowly returning, but as you can see 
from the attendance figures, there are few attending.  Zoom has opened so many doors, and many 
who cannot come out, like the elderly and shut-in can still log in, but the downside is that it is very 
convenient to just stay home for many who could attend. 
 
There are several of our members who need medical treatment and surgery, but also due to Covid 
are either infected and have to wait or the waiting list is so long at the Government hospitals that they 
cannot have the procedures done for many months.  Please keep them in your prayers. 
 
We appreciate all of you who have kept us in your prayers and have supported us both physically and 
spiritually over the years.  Thank you for your love and support. 
Love,  Hettie 


